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I. J De/cription of 4 Roman Sudatory ^ or Hypo- 
cauftiim , fou?id. at Wroxeter in Shropfliire, 
Anno 170 1 . 'By Mr John Lyftcr. Communi' 
c.0ted to the (J^pyal Society hy John Harwood , 
ht, 2). mci F. % S. 

* 

ABoxTt 4Q Perches diftant Nortii fjroin a ruinous Waltv 
caird the Old-Work of WroxeUr^ onc^Vricomum^ 
a famous City in Shroppire, in a piece of Arable Land', in 
t!ue. Tenure of Mx Bennett he obferved, that akho thefe 
Fields had formerly been fertilized and made very rich 
by the Flames and^ Deftrudion of the City, yet a fmall 
Square Parcel thereof t^ be fruitleft, and not to be im-' 
proved by the beft Manure^ He then gueffihg the Caiife of 
Sterih^ty to be underneath, fent his Men to dig and fearch 
irrto it ; but the Soil being then unfown, caosd them m 
miftake, and fearch in a wrong place |. where ibey hap- 
pened upon Bottoms of old Walls, buried in tbtir own 
Rubbiffi, (being fuch as are often found in thofe Fields ;) 
and the Inhabitants digging one of tlient up, foF th^ 
benefit of the Building- Stone, wete thereby guided to. 
the Wefiern Corner of the faid unprofitable Spor of Land r 
Whete they found (near the Foundation) a iirile Door*' 
place, which, w! e i cleanfed, gave Entrance hno the 
Vacancy of a fquare Room, walled about* md ioorU 
under and over, with foine Afties and Earth i:bei 4^10, 

This was built in limes pa(t (as fome foprof^) foi* a 
Sudatory, ot Smeatif^gkonfe tor Roman Souldiers -^ being fet 
with 4 Ranks of fmall Brick Pillars, 8 incbcis Jqua^e. .^nd 
ij^id^in a ftrong fort of very Sue Red C!aj 5 eacli Piliaf 
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being founded upon a foo; {quare Qnarry of Brick 5 ana 
upon the head vt every Pillar wa« fixed a large Q\idcry of 
2 fooc fqiiire, hard alrnoO: as Fiiirt, as moft of chol^ Ro^ 
man Bricks are, and within as Red as Scarlet, and fine as 
Chaik. Thefe Piliars were to fapport a doable Fioor^ 
made of very ftrong Morfar, mixed with courfe Gravel, 
and iruifed or broken Bricks : Thefirftof thefe Floors 
was laid upon the hrge Quarries, and, when dry, the 
fecond Floor was laid upon it. 

Butfirit there .was a Range or Rank of Tunnel- Bricks, 
fixt with Iron cramps up to the,Wall within, with their 
lower ends level with the under fides of the broad Quar-^ 
ries, and their upper ends with the furface of the upper 
Floor ^ and every Tunnel had alike s oppofite Mortice- 
holes, one on either fide, cut through for a crofs pafiige 
to difperfe the Heat amongft them al). The Form of the 
whole will be better underftood by infpeaing the Figures. 

Explaftatha of the FigHres. 

Fig, I. A. B. C' D. is the Ground Plat, on which the. 
Pillars of Brick ftand. 
Fig, 3. E. F. is one of the faid Bricks ^ which are ia- 

Numb. 24. 

Fig, 3. G. H. I. K- is the Ceiling of Square Tiles, whichr 
lye upon the Heads of the fquare Pillars. 

Fign 4. L.M. N..O. P. Qj, is the Sweating-Houfe, in. 
Perfpedive, (hewing in part the Manner erf the Floors, 
and Pillars as they were placed.: 

Fig..^. R. S. T. U, is the double Floor, whofeuppcK 
furface lies even with the tops of the Flews in the Per-, 
fpe&ve Draugbr, 

Fig, 6* W. X. Is one oi the Flews, or TUrmel.BrickS:^ 
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